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India is a county steeped in cultural diversity, historical treasures and
architectural wonders, set against a scenic backdrop of traditional rural
settings and modern cities.

Start in Delhi, home to India's largest mosque and the memorial of |

Mahatma Gandi. Move on to Jaipur where you can take a morning ride to
the Amber Fort on the back of an elephant. Venture to the city of Agra
and take in the breathtaking Tgj Mahal, one of the seven wonders of the
world. It was built by Emperor Shah Jehan as a mausoleum for his
beloved Queen Mumtaj Mahal.

No Indian odyssey would be complete without a visit to Varanasi, Hindu-
ism’'s holiest city. Enjoy a boat ride along the sacred Ganges River, then
it's on to Kathmandu, the capital of Nepal, nestled high in the Himalayas.
Drive to Durbar Square, a showcase of Nepalese architecture with over
fifty palaces, pagodas, temples and monuments. Visit the temple of
Machhendranath and the great stupa of Swayambhunath where the eyes
of Buddha gaze upon you. India and Nepal will dazzle you with magnifi-

Delhi, Jaipur, Agra, Khajuraho
Varanasi, Kathmandu
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cent scenery, and immerse you in their mystical wonders.
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DAY 1,Mon  DEPART USA
Y our flight includes meals, drinks, and in-flight entertainment.

DAY 2, Tue ARRIVE DELHI, INDIA
Transfer to your hotel. Balance of day at leisure.

DAY 3, Wed DELHI

This morning, enjoy atour of Old Delhi, an ancient historical city
with more than 60,000 identifiable monuments. Visit the Memori-
al of Mahatma Gandhi and the Jama Masjid, India's largest
mosque, and on to view the famous Red Fort. This afternoon, tour
New Delhi. Pass by the UNESCO World Heritage Qutab Minar,
the world' s tallest brick minaret (spire). Continue for a visit to the
Mausoleum of Humayun and the 20th century Birla Temple.
Drive past India Gate, the former Viceroy's Palace, and the Indian
Parliament House. (B)

DAY 4, Thu DELHI TO JAIPUR

This morning, transfer to your hotel in Jaipur, the famed Pink City
of India. The entire city was painted its unique pink color in 1876
to celebrate the visiting Prince of Wales. Several legends exist to
explain why the color pink was chosen, but no matter the reason,
it has come to represent the welcoming hospitality of Jaipur. Bal-
ance of the day at leisure. (B)

DAY 5, Fri JAIPUR

This morning's excursion takes you to the 16th century Amber
Fort. Ascend the hill to the fort on the back of an elephant, and
admire views of Jaipur’s original city walls and the Maotha Lake
below. In the afternoon, tour Jaipur, including visits to the obser-
vatory of Mahargja Jaisingh and the museum at the Maharaja City
Palace. Drive past the 18th century Hawa Mahal (“Palace of
Winds"), which has a streetside facade of 953 small windows
designed to circulate wind throughout the palace; thus giving the
palace its name. (B)

DAY 6, Sat JAIPUR TO AGRA

Travel to the medieval city of Agra via the deserted city of
Fatehpur Sikri. Explore the well-preserved buildings of this
UNESCO World Heritage Site, including the Panch Mahal Palace
and 17th century Jama Masjid, one of the largest and most
impressive in India. (B)

DAY 7, Sun AGRA

This morning, visit the Tgj Mahal, one of the “Seven Wonders of
the World,” built by Emperor Shah Jehan as a mausoleum for his
beloved Queen Mumtaj Mahal. This monumental construction,
which took 22 years to complete (1631-53), is most famous for its
imposing white-marble dome, and is considered the finest exam-
ple of Mughal architecture in the world. Continue to the Taj‘s
nearby sister monument, the Agra Fort, begun by Emperor Akbar
the Great in the 16th century. View the palaces, mosques, and
Halls of Public and Private Audiences of this UNESCO World
Heritage Site. (B)

DAY 8, Mon AGRA TO KHAJURAHO

This morning, board the Shatabdi Express train for Jhansi. Con-
tinue via motorcoach to Khajuraho, stopping at Orchha on the
River Detwa to view some of the most noteworthy Hindu archi-
tecturein India. (B)

DAY 9, Tue KHAJURAHO

Enjoy an exciting morning tour of the Chandela Dynasty Tem-
ples. First visit the Western Temples including the Kandariya
Mahadeo Temple to Lord Shiva and the Chaunsath Y ogini Tem-
ple, dedicated to the 64 Y oginis of the Goddess Kali. Among the
Western Temples you will view the Bharatji Temple, with its 11-
headed sculpture of Vishnu. Next visit the Eastern Temples
including the Ghantai Temple, Javari Temple, and the Vamana
Temple, dedicated to the dwarf incarnation of Lord Vishnu. The
afternoon is free to explore the city on your own (B)
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